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Hello, RAFFT Families! If you
are like us, you may be ready
to say goodbye to a rainy
summer and enjoy the cooler
temperatures of the new fall
season. We wanted to start off
our newsletter with an update
on some new changes here
and share some statistics on
how things are going in foster
care.
First of all, we have good
news about our numbers of
children in foster care. After
reaching an all-time high of
185 children in foster care this
summer, our numbers have
thankfully gone down some.
Our current number of children in care is 167 children.
We were able to reunite some
children with their families and
place several children with
relatives. We have also had
several children adopted by
their foster parents over the
summer, and several more
adoptions will hopefully be
finalized this fall. A special
thanks goes to Christy Payne,

our foster care senior worker,
who takes over cases that are
moving to adoption and assures that they are completed
in a timely manner.
The months of August and
September have not seen a
big increase in number of
children coming into foster
care as well, which has given
our overworked CPS and
foster care teams a small
break in their very busy caseloads. However, knowing
when children will come into
foster care is often unpredictable, and we always need to
have foster homes ready for
children.
This drop in numbers means
that our foster parents aren’t
getting called as much for
placements. When our numbers drop, foster parents
sometimes start to worry that
they have been forgotten or
overlooked for placements.
Please remember that our
goal with placements is to

make the best match possible
based on many factors. We
also need to work with our
new families to give them
experience. Please use the
time that you don’t have a
placement to rest up and keep
current on your in-service
training hours! We need our

families to be ready immediately when children do come
into care. Lastly, thank you so
much for your support of our
children and being valued
members of our team!

Day Care Funding Update
As you know, Spotsylvania
DSS has always covered the
cost of day care for single
working parents or two parent
households where both foster
parents work. DSS negotiates
with the day care center to
pay the state approved rate
and bill DSS monthly. This
way, foster parents do not
have to pay out of pocket and

wait to be reimbursed each
month. There has been a
slight change to the day care
funding that we want to share
with you. Due to the high cost
of day care and the number of
children currently in foster
care, effective immediately,
the Family Assessment &
Planning Team (FAPT) will
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continue to fund day care as
before, but can no longer
cover any additional fees
(such as registration or special
fees for trips, etc.). Those
expenses will fall to the foster
parents to cover. If you have
any questions regarding day
care, please check with your
foster care worker.
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Thank You to Our Recent Trainers and Models
RAFFT would like to say a special thank you to Beajor
Stoddard-Johnson and ShaKia Robinson, for their great training presentation on “African American Hair Care: Caring for
Curls, Coils, and Sometimes Kinks.” Ms. Stoddard-Johnson
and Ms. Robinson are both Family Services Specialists with
the Stafford Department of Social Services, and Ms. Stoddard
-Johnson and her husband, James, are also RAFFT foster
parents. Ms. Stoddard-Johnson and Ms. Robinson provided
an excellent hands-on training that featured two wonderful
models who were 3 years old and 16 years old. The 25 attendees present learned many valuable tips on styling hair
and hair care products along with a history of African American hair.
We would also like to send out a special thank you to Kristy
and Alan Camp for their excellent training on “Parenting the
Substance-Exposed Child.” We had 45 attendees for this
informative training presented by two of our RAFFT foster
parents. Kristy Camp is a psychologist with extensive training
in this area and she and her husband shared their personal
experiences working with substance-exposed children. Thank
you to both sets of trainers for sharing such great knowledge!

VDSS Hosting 2nd Annual Adoption Conference
The Virginia Department of Social Services
and NewFound Families of Virginia are holding
the second annual Virginia Adoption Conference on November 2-3, 2018. The conference
is free to attend and will be held at Virginia
Crossings Hotel and Conference Center
located at 1000 Virginia Center Parkway, in
Glen Allen, VA 23059.
The keynote speaker will be Dr. Ruth McRoy,
PhD, a highly regarded scholar in the field of
adoption and child welfare. Her extensive body
of work has focused on such topics as culturally competent service delivery, family preservation, open adoptions, post-adoption services,
transracial adoptions, and older child adop-

Hotel Reservations are not included but if you
tions. She is the author of more than 100 artiwant to stay both days and register by October
cles and 10 books. On Friday, she will be
11, 2018 you can receive a discounted rate.
speaking on two topics: Kinship Adoption and
Successful Adoption for All Children. The conThere will be family activities on Friday
ference will also feature 18 workshops on topnight ,and on Saturday there will be respite activics including special educaities for parents, activities for
tion; trust-based relational
children and a luncheon.
For more information or to register: Registration for Saturday is
intervention; trauma informed
care; post adoption services;
https://newfoundva.org/newfound- limited to 100 people.
and more.
resources/event-calendar/
You can receive in-service
You may attend Friday only
conferences/adoption-conference- training credit by submitting
for training but note that regattendance certificates or an
istration is limited to 300
2018
email summary to RAFFT.
people on Friday.

6 Myths and 6 Truths About the Foster Care System
1. Myth: Foster kids are difficult and out of
control.

3. Myth: It’s too expensive to
foster a child.

ence if a child has been through too
much.

Truth: They need solid, consistent, patient
care.

Truth: The state provides foster
parents with financial support.

2. Myth: You need a specific kind of household to be a foster parent.

Truth: All children, regardless of
their past experience, have the
potential to thrive.

4. Myth: It’s too difficult to become
a foster parent.
Taken from Damar Foster Care 6. Myth: Once a foster child is in
Services , a non-profit agency your home, you are on your own.
Truth: The process is easier– and in Indiana
more important– than you think.
Truth: Foster parents are given
consistent support throughout the
5. Myth: Foster parents can’t make a differprocess.

Truth: Any household type can provide foster
home supports to a child in need. A traditional
two parent household isn’t required.
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NORMALCY DECISION-MAKING GUIDE:
Applying the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard

This is a matrix from the Virginia Department of Social Services to
help you decide if a foster child’s activity is an appropriate choice under the Normalcy for Youth in Foster Care program. If you are still not
sure, please check with your foster child’s worker.

